METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 

M E D I C A L E X A M I N E R D E P A R T M E N T 
NUMBER 1 ON BOB HOPE RD MIAMI, FLORIDA 33136 (305) 545-94©© 

INVESTIGATION REPORT 


M. E. CASE NO. 87-2017 A 
DATE JUL/28/87 


TAYLOR, MELANIE <REMAINS, UNKNOWN) 

26 BLACK FEMALE DOB NQV/12/6© 

1251 N.W. 61 STREET, MIAMI FLORIDA 

PLACE OF DEATH: 143© N.W. 2ND AVE.,< BACK PORCH) 

TIME OF DEATH: FOUND 12:15 PM JUL/28/87 

INVESTIGATING AGENCY: MIAMI S2©91499 L/VINCENT 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 143© N.W. 2ND AVE., (BACK PORCH) 

JUL/28/87 UNK. SCENE M.E. BRUCE ALLEN HYMA, M.D. 

HISTORY. GS 

ACCORDING TO INITIAL POLICE INVESTIGATION: ON JULY 28TH AT APPROX. 

12:15 P.M. DECEDENT WAS FOUND LYING ON THE BACK PORCH AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS. 
SHE WAS FOUND NUDE FROM THE WAIST DOWN WITH NO VISIBLE TRAUMA NOTED. 

THE DECEASED HAD NO IDENTIFICATION ON HER PERSON WHEN FOUND, AND WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY IDENTIFIED BY FAMILY MEMBERS. SHE HAD DINNER WITH HER FAMILY ON 
SUNDAY, JULY 26, 1987 AND LAST SEEN BY HER BROTHER ON MONDAY, JULY 27,1987. 
PER THE BROTHER, SHE IS THE MOTHER OF FIVE CHILDREN, IS A KNOWN COCAINE AND 
ALCOHOL ABUSER, HAS HAD MULTIPLE ARRESTS FOR AGGRAVATED ASSAULT AND WAS RE¬ 
LEASED FROM JAIL. JULY 2©, 1987. 


CAUSE OF DEATH: ASPHYXIA. 


AMENDED BY 


JOSEPH H. DAVIS, M. D.,CHIEF MEDICAL 
EXAMINER- 6/19/89-DJM. 


MANNER: HOMICIDE 


DATE AUTOPSY JUL/29/87 BY BRUCE ALLEN HYMA, M.D. 


MORTUARY: POITIER 


GS 



METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 

MEDICAL., EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19TH STREET MIAMI, FLORIDA 33136 (305) 549-7337 

INVESTIGATION REPORT 


M.E. CASE NO- 87-2017 A 
DATE JUL/28/8? 


TAYLOR, MELAINE (REMAINS, UNKNOWN) 

26 BLACK FEMALE DOB N0V/12/60 

1251 N-U. 61 STREET, MIAMI FLORIDA 

PLACE OF DEATH: 143© N.W. 2ND AVE.,( BACK PORCH) 

TIME OF DEATH: FOUND 12:15 PM JUL/28/87 

INVESTIGATING AGENCY: MIAMI *2091499 L./VINCENT 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 1430 N-W- 2ND AVE-, (BACK PORCH) 

JUL/28/87 ^ SCENE M-E. BRUCE ALLEN HYMA, M.D. 

HISTORY: GS 

ACCORDING TO INITIAL POLICE INVESTIGATION: ON JULY 28TH AT APPROX. 

12:15 P.M. DECEDENT WAS FOUND LYING ON THE BACK PORCH AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS. 
SHE WAS FOUND NUDE FROM THE WAIST DOWN WITH NO VISIBLE TRAUMA NOTED. 

THE DECEASED HAD NO IDENTIFICATION ON HER PERSON WHEN FOUND, AND WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY IDENTIFIED BY FAMILY MEMBERS. SHE HAD DINNER WITH HER FAMILY ON 
SUNDAY, JULY 26, 1987 AND LAST SEEN BY HER BROTHER ON MONDAY, JULY 27,1987. 
PER THE BROTHER, SHE IS THE MOTHER OF FIVE CHILDREN, IS A KNOWN COCAINE AND 
ALCOHOL ABUSER, HAS HAD MULTIPLE ARRESTS FOR AGGRAVATED ASSAULT AND WAS RE¬ 
LEASED FROM JAIL JULY 20,1987. 


CAUSE OF DEATH: COCAINE TOXICITY. REFILED: 8/21/87-DJM. 

MANNER: ACCIDENT DATE AUTOPSY JUL/29/87 BY BRUCE ALLEN HYMA, M.D. 


MORTUARY: POITIER 


GS 


DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 

CLASSIFICATION OF PENDING CASE 


(THIS FORM IS TO BE USED BY A MEDICAL EXAMINER WHEN A PENDING CASE IS TO BE CLASSIFIED. MAKE CER¬ 
TAIN THAT THERE IS AN APPROVAL BY EITHER THE CHIEF OR DEPUTY CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER BEFORE 
COMPLETING THE NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES REQUIRED BY THE STATE.) 
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Manner of Death: 
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How Incident Occurred 
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METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 

MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1030 N.W. 19TH STREET MIAMI, FLORIDA 33136 (305) 549-733? 

INVESTIGATION REPORT 


M.E. CASE NO. 87-201? A 
DATE JUL/28/87 


TAYLOR, MELAINE (REMAINS, UNKNOWN) 

26 BLACK FEMALE DOB N0V/12/60 

1251 N.W. 61 STREET, MIAMI FLORIDA 


PLACE OF DEATH: 1430 N.W. 2ND AVE.,< BACK PORCH) 
TIME OF DEATH: FOUND 12:15 PM JUL/28/8? 

INVESTIGATING AGENCY: MIAMI *2091499 L./VINCENT 


INCIDENT LOCATION: 1430 N.W. 2ND AVE., 
JUL/28/87 12:15 PM 


(BACK PORCH) 

SCENE M.E. BRUCE ALLEN HYMA, M.D. 


HISTORY: GS 

ACCORDING TO INITIAL POLICE INVESTIGATION: ON JULY 28TH AT APPROX. 

12:15 P.M. DECEDENT WAS FOUND LYING ON THE BACK PORCH AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS. 
SHE WAS FOUND NUDE FROM THE WAIST DOWN WITH NO VISIBLE TRAUMA NOTED. 

THE DECEASED HAD NO IDENTIFICATION ON HER PERSON WHEN FOUND, AND WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY IDENTIFIED BY FAMILY MEMBERS. SHE HAD DINNER WITH HER FAMILY ON 
SUNDAY, JULY 26, 1987 AND LAST SEEN BY HER BROTHER ON MONDAY, JULY 27,1987. 
PER THE BROTHER, SHE IS THE MOTHER OF FIVE CHILDREN, IS A KNOWN COCAINE AND 
ALCOHOL ABUSER, HAS HAD MULTIPLE ARRESTS FOR AGGRAVATED ASSAULT AND WAS RE¬ 
LEASED FROM JAIL JULY 20,1987. 


CAUSE OF DEATH: PENDING TOXICOLOGY. 

MANNER: UNCLASSIFIED DATE AUTOPSY JlJL/29/8? BY BRUCE ALLEN HYMA, M.D. 


MORTUARY: POITIER 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


CASE INFORMATION 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT, Miami, Florida 


Name...TAYLOR,.Melanie 


Case No. 87-2017 


SCENE INVESTIGATION 


DATE: 

LOCATION: 

TIME ARRIVED AT SCENE 
POLICE AGENCY: 

LEAD INVESTIGATOR: 
INITIAL INFORMATION: 


July 28, 1987 

NW 2nd Avenue & 14 Terr 

1:55 PM 

Miami Police Dept. 
Detective Vincent 


The body of an unknown black adult female was found on the 
back porch of a Crack House. Neighbors said they heard or saw 
nothing out of the ordinary in the last 24 hours. 

OBSERVATIONS OF SURROUNDINGS: 

The body is found on the back porch of an abandoned two 
story dwelling. This building is known in the neighborhood as a 
Crack Cocaine House. Drug paraphernalia including aluminum foil, 
syringes and needles, matches, and burned bottle caps are all 
over the premises. 


OBSERVATIONS OF VICTIM(s): 

The victim lies supine outdoors on the back porch of the 
second story. She is clad in a black T-shirt, a white bra and a 

white kerchief which is loosely tied around her neck. Her 

T-shirt is pulled up along with her bra exposing part of her 

right breast. She is nude from the waist down. Her bulbar and 

palpebral conjunctivae are fre of petechiae. On her inner lower 
lip and her tongue are multiple superficial lacerations. Brown 
tenacious mucus is running from her nose. 

SCENE IMPRESSION (INCLUDING PROBABLE CAUSE AND MANNER OF DEATH): 

Cocaine overdose. 


NOTE: The foregoing is of a speculative nature and subject to 

modification pending additional information and 
investigation. 
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NAME OF THE DECEASED: 


(Ja 


METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 

Office of the Medical Examiner 
INVESTIGATION REPORT- 




Address, 




SATION REPORT- A Police Case No. Xt 

CAOSS//3 Cey i 

/AyU*L_ Age^^Race Jz 
;Date of Birth 7 




Social Security No 


Place of Death 


Death Occurred 


Found Dead. 


Identified by. 


No.__ Occupation _ ^ 

1 _19 _,_ —M l. in the presence of_ 

7-<?r- W 7 ^T m. by _r 


Employer . 


Address. 


Date/Time Viewed by Investigate 


r \< f7 


Medical Examiner at Scene. 


HISTORY: /(What happened just prior to death and whenAvas victim last seen alive?)- 

/1 d T) V) Puz/aJZ) i9~f J nJM &evss) /is) 


X/./A&/ /Wn I Us ~butAi*xT 'T&thTkJ)/ 


I 

iT~i 


) A/ far*. kaA-T7DaJ 



Possible, manner of death 


If Violent Death: Date/Time of Incident- 

Exact Location/Address of Incident _ 
(Specify Street, Parking Lot, Bar etc/ 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION: Clothing - tL 

Position/Location of Body: _—& 


Lividity: Yes.- 

Rigor Mortis: None. 


Trauma: Yes. 


Consistent 


I___M. Weapon/Cal. 


o 0 iloner/ 


Body Heat: Warm: 


At work. 


Slight 


X^ Slight__ 



Describe 


Decomposition: None 4^ Slight 




Advanced. 


NAMES OF DOCTORS/HOSPITALS who attended deceased during life: - LA (S>CVfi-uJ ^ 


NAME OF NEXT OF KIN: 


Address 


Valuables and Disposition, 


Investigating Agency 


Ml 




Report Submitted by. 


.Telephone. 


Relation. 


Notified: Yes- No 


Medication to M.E.: Yes_No 
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Metropolitan Dade County 
MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19th Street 
Miami, Florida 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


M.E. Case No. 87-2017 A. 

IDENTIFICATION OF BODY 


I thereby identify the body viewed by me at the MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT, in the presence of 



Signature 
Address 

(305) 696-8887 

Tel. No_:_1-- 

Step-father Known since she was a child. 
Relationship ___ 

I.D. Used (Dr. Lie., Voter Registr.) 

FPL # M630-000-47-292. _ 

IDENTIFICATION MADE BY VIEWING PHOTOS OF THE DECEASED. ip 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


CASE INFORMATION 


DATE _ 

mo. day yr. 


time 


M.E. Case # 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 



CASE INFORMATION 

lO " 7 **- 

time 
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M.E. Case # 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


DATE jjMlltl 
mo. day ' yr. 


CASE INFORMATION 




M.E. Case # 
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DATE 


DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


7 / & l€ 7 

mo. day yrT 


CASE INFORMATION 


time 


M.E. Case # 
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and Source of Each Entry 


• HB.oi-4 Rev. 6/78 


CASE NUMBER __ MEDICAL EXAMINER 

DADE COUNTY 
1050 N.W. 19th Street 
Miami, Florida 33136 

CASE INFORMATION 


7 * at 7 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


DATE 

mo. day yr. 

fit C ’k i 4 
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CASE INFORMATION 

k!3z>? r ^ <_ 

time M.E. Case # 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


7 S7 

DATE / 

mo. day yr. 


CASE INFORMATION 

time 


ff-2o/ 7 

M.E. Case # 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


CASE INFORMATION 


DATE 1 W V 

mo. day yr. 

S*2ST Pim 

time 1) 

f>20O 

M.E. Case # 

y\o 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


DATE 


7 


mo. 


2f n 

day yr. 


CASE INFORMATION 

time 


M.E. Case # 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 



CASE INFORMATION 


time 



fl-eyjujfort ffi • 


M.E. Case # 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT \ 
1050 N.W. 19th Street 

Miami, Florida 33175 

(305) 548-7337 

M.E. CASE # 

MEDICALEXAMINER 

§ 

(IF NOT KNOWN, USE UNK) 

DECEDENT’S NAME: (Lk) K 


-• 

AGE RACE SEX F" 

TYPE OF CASE 

POLICE AGENCY: YV/V P D 


POLICE CASE# 


ITEM NO. 


DESCRIPTION 

(Itemize currency by denomination) 

/ 

/ 



\ 

-*7-•- 



\ 



\ 



\ 



\ 



-A- * - - - 1 - l - : —:-:- 


I hereby acknowledge that the above Hat represents all the property Impounded by me In the official performance of my duty 
as a Medical Examiner, District 11.. I . 

_ cu hbA . 

'Print .Slot 


_ 

T Prlnt 

- 7 si-7 


DATE I TIME OBTAINED: 



AM./PM, 


MO. DAY YR. / ' . TIMEVy^ 

I hereby acknowledge that the above list represents all property received by/from the MedlcaTExamlner Department 


M.E. Courier: 


Print 


DATE /TIME OBTAINED:. 


Sign 

AM./PM. 


M 


TIME 


Receiving Party: 


Print 


Sign 


Agency 


Date & Time Released: 


AMJPM. 


MO. . DAY YR. TIME 


RECEIVEDtTp ^PRIN^fcrAMy 

SIGNATURE 

REASON 

DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 

* 




DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 

RECEIVED BY 



DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 

RECEIVED BY 

ft 


DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 

(Cant'd on back) 
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POITIER FUNERAL HOME, INC 

2300 NORTHWEST 62nd STREET 
MIAMI. FLORIDA 33147 
(305) 638-5030 OR 638-5031 


BERNARD C. POITIER, 8R. - ALFONSO M. RICHARDSON, SR. 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


AUTHORIZATION 


f/WA 


I hereby designate the above-named funeral 
establishment to take charge of funeral arrangements 


and I authorize the release and removal of the remains to 
said funeral establishment for the purpose of embalming. 

I represent that I am the next of kin, or am acting as 
an authorized agent for the next of kin. 



Relationship: 

Co-Signed: _ 
Relationship: 

WITNESS: 


£. Me.tr M 


FOR VERBAL (TELEPHONE) AUTHORIZATION: 


Authorization from. 
Relationship_ 


.Received by. 
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METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 


deceased;s valuables and personal property record 


NAME OF DECEASED 


S. (o 


AG V 


RACE 


WEIGHT (with clothes) 


FINGERPRINTED: 



(without clothes) 


CLOTHES 




M.E. CASE NO. 


- z$/7 



DATE 7Z 

( D * 

HEIGHT 1 1 


(with wet clothes) 


FEMALE 


SHOES 


SOCKS 


SHOES 


.STOCKINGS 


SOCKS 


JACKET 


SWEATER 


SHIRT 


COAT 


DRESS , 


SWEATER 


BLOUSE 



JACKET 


SKIRT 


TROUSERS 


SHORTS 


BELT 


SHORTS 


SLACKS 


UNDERSHIRT. 


. T SHIRT/ 


. UNDERSHORTS 


.PANTIES. 


:orset_ 


PAJAMAS 


PAJAMAS 


GOWN 


DENTURES: U. 


TRUSS 


DENTURES: U. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


VALUABLES 

(List all money, jewelry, keys, personal papers & other valuables) 


RECEIVE Bt BY 


REMOVED FI 



BODY 


CLOTHES 


> -£%a su)/^ 


)FFICE BY 


REPRESENTING 


REPRESENTING. 


.MORGUE ATTENDANT WITNESS. 


DATE. 





. DATE. 


VALUABLES 


REPRESENTING 


DATE. 




1 18 . 01-2 


MIAMI-DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
NUMBER ONE ON BOB HOPE ROAD, MIAMI, FL 33136-1133 
PHONE (305) 545-2400 FAX (305) 545-2418 


INVESTIGATION REPORT 


RA.E. Case #: 87-2017 
DATE: JUL/28/1987 
TYPE: A 


TAYLOR, MELANIE (AKA) SS#: 

26YEAR(S) BLACK FEMALE D.O.B. NOV/12/1960 

1251 N.W. 61 STREET, MIAMI FLORIDA 

PLACE OF DEATH: 1430 N.W. 2ND AVE.,{ BACK PORCH) 

TIME OF DEATH: FOUND 12:15 PM JUL/28/1987 

INVESTIGATING AGENCY: CITY OF MIAMI 2091499 U 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 1430 N.W. 2ND AVE., (BACK PORCH) 

JUL/28/1987 HYMA, BRUCE A., M.D. 


ACCORDING TO INITIAL POLICE INVESTIGATION: ON JULY 28TH AT APPROX. 12:15 P.M. DECEDENT 
WAS FOUND LYING ON THE BACK PORCH AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS. SHE WAS FOUND NUDE FROM 
THE WAIST DOWN WITH NO VISIBLE TRAUMA NOTED. THE DECEASED HAD NO IDENTIFICATION ON 
HER PERSON WHEN FOUND, AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY IDENTIFIED BY FAMILY MEMBERS. SHE HAD 
DINNER WITH HER FAMILY ON SUNDAY, JULY 26, 1987 AND LAST SEEN BY HER BROTHER ON 
MONDAY, JULY 27,1987. PER THE BROTHER, SHE IS THE MOTHER OF FIVE CHILDREN, IS A KNOWN 
COCAINE AND ALCOHOL ABUSER, HAS HAD MULTIPLE ARRESTS FOR AGGRAVATED ASSAULT AND 
WAS RE- LEASED FROM JAIL JULY 20,1987. 


CAUSE OF DEATH: ASPHYXIA. AMENDED BY JOSEPH H. DAVIS, M. D.,CHIEF MEDICAL 
EXAMINER-6/19/89-DJM. 


MANNER: HOMICIDE AUTOPSY JUL/29/1987 DOCTOR: HYMA, BRUCE A., M.D. 

MORTUARY: POITIER INVESTIGATOR: GS 

THIS REPORT MAY CONTAIN NON-VERIFIED INFORMATION 
AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
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Deaths of 19 Prostitutes Pose a Mysteryjn Miar. 


By JEFFREY SCHMALZ 

Special is 11* New Ywft TUna 

MIAMI, June 3 — The circumstances 
suggest foul play. The bodies of all 19 
women were found in the same section 
of the city in outside areas like fields, 
or they were behind buildings. Yet 
medical examiners said they had found 
no wounds on the bodies, no bruises, no 
scratches, no needle marks. Nothing. 

For months officials here have been 
■ debating the deaths, which occurred 
! over the last two and a half years. One 
assistant medical examiner speculated 
that the women, who the police say 
were prostitutes, may have died from 
the combined stimulation of sex and 
crack. 

This week, Dade County’s Medical 
Examiner, Dr. Joseph H. Davis, issued 
his formal determination: the women 
were murdered. He did not address 
whether the victims had been killed by 
the same person, but the announce¬ 
ment raised the specter of a serial 
killer preying on local prostitutes. 

Dr. Davis said a re-examination of 
photographs and autopsy reports had 
revealed that pressure had been ap¬ 
plied to the victims' necks or mouths. 
Aiding the medical examiner in his 
. evaluation was Dr. Richard Souviron, 
! an expert in forensic dentistry whose 
findings helped convict the serial killer 
i Ted Bundy. 

“One might question,'* Dr. Davis 
wrote, “how such deliberate deaths 
could occur in the absence of obvious 
injury patterns that we see in most 
homicidal strangulations and suffoca¬ 
tions. It is not at all difficult to inflict 
enough neck pressure to result in help¬ 
lessness and loss of consciousness 
within seconds.” 

Dr. Davis acknowledged that the 
physical evidence of murder was “sub¬ 
tle." And in defense of his finding, he in- 




Dr. Joseph H. Davis, Dade 
County Medical Examiner, who 
has determined that 19 women - 
found dead in Miami in similar 
positions and with no signs of vio¬ 
lence were murdered. 


Are they subtle y 
murders or 
reactions from ■ 
sex and crack? 


eluded a discourse about how a medi¬ 
cal examiner's conclusions were often 
based not on the body itself but on the 
circumstances in which it was found. 

All the dead women, who ranged in 
age from 14 years old to 32, were black, 
except one, who was Hispanic. Most 
were crack users, the police said. AH 
were found on their backs, with either 
their dresses pulled up or their pants 
pulled down; their legs were spread. 

“It is my considered conclusion,” Dr. 
Davis wrote, “that the repetitive pat¬ 
tern of body position, location and 
scene circumstances constitutes a rea¬ 
sonable conclusion as to manner of 
death—homicide.” 

But rather than create alarm, the 
Medical Examiner's report has been 
received warily. The Miami Herald did 
not even print the article about it on its 
front page. And police officials, while 
saying they are investigating the cases 
as murders, say they are not convinced 
that the deaths were really homicides. 

.“We're not discounting that there 
could be other explanations,” said John 


Farrell, chief of detectives of 
Metro-Dade Police Department ”, 
the motivation, of Dr. Davis, I thir 
was under some pressure In pres: 
ries to come up with a reason.” 

Skepticism About Report 

Police officers say it is difficult t 
lieve that at least some of the vie 
would not have struggled with 
killer. They say serial killers of pi 
tutes tend to be the most vicious i 
derers of all, slashing or other 
mutilating their .victims, not lea 
them unscarred. - 
The police say they have not a 
doned the theory that the women 
from the combined stimulation o( 
and crack. ■ While they acknowk 
that the levels of cocaine found ir 
victims were insufficent for an c 
dose, they say their experience 
crack is that a small amount cai 
duce fatal psychotic fits. 

But the police also acknowk 
holes in the cocaine theory. Two 
tims had no cocaine in their txx 
And with the exception of one, 
deaths have all occurred in the & 
area directly north of midtown. If 
deaths were indeed linked to sex 
crack, why would they be limite< 
that section? ... . 

No Comment on Clues 
In interviews some' leading meti 
examiners elsewhere in the cour 
cautioned that while they were 
familiar with the specifics of 
Miami deaths, they thought Dr. Da\ 
conclusions were plausible. The 
aminers said they were not seein 
rash of similar prostitute death} 
their cities and this led them to < 
dude that the sex-cocaine theory - 
-probably inaccurate. 

As for there being virtually no si 
of trauma on the victims’ bodies, 
Charles Hirsch, the Chief Medical 
aminer of New York City, said: “ 
not unusual for there to be no signs, 
perfectly consistent with a so 
evaluation of cases like this to consi 
history and circumstances. Someth 
that’s about all you have to go on.” 

The police would not comment 
what physical evidence had been fo 
at the death scenes — whether, for 
ample, they had found hairs from 
killer or fingerprints. They have qi 
tioned at least two men but have 
brought charges. 

Meanwhile, police officers have b 
warning black prostitutes to be wr 
They say that, in addition to the 
deaths, crack use has brought about 
overall increase in brutality aga 1 
prostitutes. 'V ' ' 

The prostitutes’ reaction has b 
fatalistic. “■ -v'v 

-Chief Farrell said: “They tell us 
you’re not a user, you don’t underst. 
the high.’ They , tell us to leave th 
alone.” .. "T 
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Records show Williams. served. * Police haw 
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daHerhandezwas killed with a blunt > the stockade. He was r 
object at Northwest 46th Street and time tor Christmas 1986. 
23rd Avenue*. ^ . rr ~ - Five months later, he v 

r Police took mm Into custody after Me again. v 

he gave “falseinformation" about Miamip^cearrestedI 


the stockade. He was released in—Witnesses were too high on dhigs u from behind,chbked them unl3 the?’ 
tune for Christmas 1986. . _ or alcohol to identify him, Watter- were unconscious and raped them in 

Five months later, he was in troth .sonsaid^rf nr —- vacant areas.--*—■—- — -V-- 

ble again. _■ ‘ \\ . fl illian* kVr L - .v^.. 
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hfenameandwas found tg be carry- 1987 after? womanrepcoted she^^v&ventbJVsE., {the sergeant Both identified Williams from 
mg a crack pipe m his pocket, they had been beaten on her legs, face said. . . valSiS ' : ' 3 £Bhotolineups. c 

sa ”L„. ._. ... _ Md imck in an attack at Northwest Although an autopsyjevealed >0 -Prosecutor Dennis Siegelsaid 
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to a choke hold and then dragged her y In dm same area a day.Iater, an- ; ,; -.Today, WilEams will be mcoinrf 

to an open field where he raped her. •. other woman said Williams attacked hAno rhaiyea KaccH m the com* 

Wiliams is being arraigned to .her.-Ihe Miami police report s»M r .. : 2 \ ; S3 

those two rape cases this morning. -Williams “had his hand on her n eck , 

He to being held without bail at theand was choking her while the yic-L 
Dade County Stockade. onitim was trying to get away.": 

Meanwhile, Metro and Miami po-. -.^T’The . attacker ended, up stealing ■ 

Ece are investigating Williams' pos- $25 from the victim.. • . i;i ; 
sible role in the 17 deaths that be* Williams was arrested, but those 
gan ' in ~1986. "Almost' all of the charges wore later dropped/ 
victims were found lying on their " 'He was out on the streets in time 
hades, partially nude and in open to be accused of a mid-May attack to 
fields or abandoned houses. Their 1988. - \ ^ - ^ ^ 

blood showed traces of cocaine, and . ..... ,t . ' ( 

crack paraphernalia was found near- Choke hold used __ . 
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body .of. Peggy. Gooden, therl7thi 
woman to die mysteriously, wail , 
found at 9641NW 27th Ave»° c ; 
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' Authorities atm have hot ruledT^Tesiya Fo£5^ neighbor i5 W3- 
■» 0rttlMtmanyflfthel7w nnign niay Baas, saM he grabbed herma chote 
-‘have died from a combination of holdanddragged her toa bat h room 
highs from sex and crack cocaine— where he cut her throat with a knife. 1 
although Medical Examiner Joseph As in other cases where Williams 
Davis said last week that the pattern had been accused of violence against i 
of the women's deaths indicates ho-, women, he had been.friendly, 1 even J 
midde. - - offering Folsom^'some crack "co- S 

V • • • • caine.she said in a depositibn.V/ \/\ 

Sex offenders Studied ; They smoked it in her bbyfrieniTs 
•: * •. . ■ ■ i' upstairs apartment while he was at 

Police have been scanning re- work and her baby was asleep in an- 
cords to find convicted sexual of- otherroom.} ' . „• 

fenders whoraped in the inner dty. Williams left, but rettfis'^shortiy : 

.Williams fits that description.. afterward. * r, 

; A Metro homicide sergeant re- ' was like surpft^&'^him,^ 
cently theorized that the womanFolsom said in the deposition.^ * 
may have suffocated from a penis “He grabbed me around the neck. 5 

forced down their, Mouths. . From behind. I blanked out. The d5. 

> Forensic dentist Dr.Richard Sou- Jy thing 1 remembCr .’.^I was trying 
j won c on fir m ed he had examined tomdlnisarmsbut j[ wuldnV! 

, WilHamtf sexual organs about three The next thins she'tfriew'Sie>-. 

saW the’ 


j Williams* sexual organs about three The uui^ sue 

I weeksagofarbite marks and is try- on the bathroomflooi. t saw uic 
,ingtjodetCnmneiftbereisanyevi- shadow of the knife/’ she testified in 
deuce that finks;Mm: to- the 17 the deposShn. “f*emember him* 
: tfesabsu Souviron and other medical hitting me. J fetewhen he'Cut my 
j i a arb rnera are also looking for signs throat. I jumped straight* Upi?’- / - V 
(I $trtuma or other traces that could spotter man heard ‘M bounds 
WJgbmne if the women were slain, andscared the attacker‘oftPolice 
‘ wSN? toW Dade Stodkade Lt. laterhnested WiUiams'onTtteinpt- 
Wdsam: Smith last Fnday. that he ed second-degree murder'charges 
■^Dad^beep questioned- about the - but those charges were dropped. 

ioa fw o —----- -■ • 


“Tfe was worried about getting bin last October' by a^woman who 
,? fcurt*if ( jQther inmates. .found .out ifsaid he tried to kill her.;.' J, • * 
aboutit. Smith said. • 43 &Y v^t-Thepolice report &iathe vfcthn 
- The lieutenant, said .he could not was'Walking w'*”* —:»< 

■tfihfiFi’ repbrtefvp^-—---^ *» 
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; bbi^>ynieh 

—--—. ---■ .t™ • —H.M.M ti.u.u u.wuiid td see who 
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not be reached forConiment M^ POrt said. “The defeirfint choked 
day. But be cautioned late last week^-jthe victim she' was unbodscibus 

that investigatbrs were looking'at^ and'tlieh draggedherTtrnearby 
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Haraifl Staff Writer........ „..„ v . 

Oro a second look, the Dads Medical Exam¬ 
iner's Office has found a common thread in the 
mysterious deaths of 29 young Miami women 
over the past 2V4 years—murder. 

Medical E xamin er Joseph Davis personally 
re-examined -- 


The Wx-page report does not ^ SmS 

^ SgL »^“U0 2n d Street ,* 

•n» * 5r<Sy «cSuyff&-”Sui ft showed >bUe evidence” of "cereNtf op-. 

• ■*•*„ __«mh rtf* . 


f^^VEESL' gl* OnlyrecentlydL 
d autopsy reports and photographs, panic, Mve oee fields, bility that somebody was killing them. 

b^es^ were W. fte Davis report changes that 
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of the womeno* tones ana raeasea a repon fhe bushes 'All were 

«KStKEK^« *». 

... ' r-. . - - • ,J '“ 

■A<r\ • 


re- 


EMamin^irl Somebody kUied-'l9 women 

V ::: :* -• '■■ ■ A. ..: V.- , j ' ' • L i_‘s_ .1 »viaea~wnrn7»n were tion can set off a fatal nervousrt 


- iLv. Farrell' chief of detectives this is the vray these’women were . tion can set off a fatal nervous reac 
SLAYINGS, FftOM IB ; f the.Metro-Dade Police Departs killed. He‘s talking about subtie evi- tion in„ s v>°?-v* W f ; 

pfied neck pressure,” Davis wrote .-m int, said his department is keep-; dence-Anything is P° ss ‘*jJ®> '' re £u^rprtainlv don’tdiscount it to- 

^^Fourof the nine showed “mild or 1 :& >. open.mind”'atoit; the- 

iilodera P . ** fiS ;■ StWo'Ser^than.-subtle,evi- 


aikuouwii tt— --_ — • 

.^‘“-‘■■.-^■rendered. Hi’s department.has. points will be touched. These are.; don’t n ,^“ FTreEd ^ 
.It is not at aB difficult to inflict *lways _investigated “se. s ^ as • jive peoplJ’ tSSSJPnafit# Utill, the departmentcontinues 


■ fnmg K nedt pressure to result 
helplessness and loss of conscious* ’ 
ness within seconds,” he wrote “A - 1 : 


ness muuu ww , — , - 7- j mere a a iuiui uua we uoii j. wi- theory that a- small amount oh arounuuuuat-o, *»w— 

weakened or unsuspecting victim .jerstand apd we don’t have the an-' r _; ne combined with sexual stimula- the homicide sergeants leaves today 

may be fatally incapacitated withlit- ;Swers " Farrell said. “Davis is say- *: on i^Hgd some of the women. Ac-.,, for the FBI Behavioral. Profile bu-. 

at. m mm raeMiidl fiirmc of nhVSIdl • _ iv.»__/_1;_it ' • ' '’' • - UWI * ^- 


may pe iaiauy mcapaau.«u wuu»i- .gwers, Farrell said. "Uavis is say- ^on killed som< 

.tie or no residual.fflgns of physiral jjjg. <i t » smy f ee iing ^5 jg homicide, cor ding to the 

hyury. ’ ■' v j:.r. • *and I’m the boss.' ■>“; f" 1 forth bv Deputy L»auc.mcunuu KA. ftCCl » ^ 7 -, - -—.-..— 

Davis did not return phone taflato v. « ai^ner Charles Wetli, the combina- -analysts who might help investiga- 

fc; e T nesdav. %*»>'. •-tfjg'jg - He's not saying that absolutely, aminer ynanca , .... „.... . •>.. gg^e out the type of kiHer. or 

1 ^ , haTfe” Questioned 
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10 uic theory, initially ; putV-. reau in Quantico t ya,.The agency 
Deouty Dade.Medical Ex-' : keeps a data base and has behavior. 
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Investigators' haler' questioned 
“■convicted rapist Charles Henry Wil-. 

. liams in .with the deaths. Williams, 
.held at the. Dade County jail on unrej 
' listed rape charges, has a history of 
V!choking his victims to unconsdous: 

- .iness. ..-'Vrv';' - -■'» 

i "The important thing is that the 

general public does not seem to be 
\ ' at risk here “said Farrell. “In most 

s- V _ .. ..■■ . .’ .- -... , • of these cases, it’s associated with 

Y-.-' v-,.-!-.. ■■ <■%.■■■.-;y-\ people in the crack-house eqviroa- 

i’TV* > men £ n doesn’t make the 'death any 

' -'} * ‘ ' ■ • '■ . - • . jess a death. It’s important. But we 
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Cops: Rapist 
| top suspect 
5 in murders 

But no charges 
filed in 19 deaths 


By DONNA GEHRKE 

Herald Staff Writer 

For the first time, Metro-Dade 
Police confirmed Monday that con- 
»victed rapist Charles Henry Wil¬ 
liams is the main suspect in some of 
the 19 inner-city murders of Dade 
women. 

However, police still do not have 
enough evidence to charge Williams 
with any murders. “We've exhaus¬ 
ted all leads," Homicide Bureau 
Wayne McCarthy said. 

It s not like anyone has left a 
calling card or footprint or anything 
like that," he added. "We're making 
every effort we can." 

McCarthy said his investigators 
sure looking at two other suspects. 
One is suspected of killing the first 
victim, Tammie Turner, who died in 
September 1986 while Williams was 
“Jjatl. The other is a convicted sex 
offender, but McCarthy said his in- 
vestigatQrs are not investigating 
him as ntensely as they are WiP 



CHARLES WILLIAMS: Police 
link him to some of 19 deaths. 

liams. He would not disclose those 
suspects'names. 

Investigators have said privately 
that Williams, 32, is their suspect 
for all the slayings but Turner’s. 

McCarthy said Williams- "is a 
main suspect in some of them," add¬ 
ing he could speak only about the 11 
cases his agency is investigating. Hi¬ 
aleah and Miami police detectives in 
charge of the others could not be 
reached for comment after McCar- 

iPLEASESEE SUSPECT, 2B 


W i /hn; J 

J, i> t /*? 


Cops suspect rapist, lack evidence 


SUSPECT, FROM IB 

thy’s afternoon press conference. 

McCarthy said witnesses have 
linked Williams with four of Metro's 
victims. 

"He knew thfem or he dated 
them,” McCarthy said. "Or he did 
drugs with them.” 

Family and witnesses have also 
tied Williams to the Miami homicide 
of Sharmanita Grays, 16, a neighbor 
of Williams in Overtown. 

Since Williams was jailed in early 
April on two unrelated rape charg¬ 
es, no woman has been found dead 
like the other victims. 

Williams has denied involvement 
in any of the deaths. 

McCarthy said police have hot 
ruled out that some of the victims 
died accidentally. But he acknowl¬ 
edged that the theory the women 
died from a lethal combination of sex 
and cocaine — which has been re¬ 
jected by Dade Medical Examiner 
Joseph Davis — is "on the’ back 
■ 


burner." 

•. Davis said Monday it is only a 
matter of paper work before his of¬ 
fice classifies all the women's deaths 
as homicides. Some of the deaths 
had remained unclassified for 
months before Davis led his own in- 
vestigation and concluded all 19 vie- £ 
tims were murdered. pi 

In some cases, the women had 5 
been clearly asphyxiated, he said, n 

You could stand 10 feet away, it's O 
that clear," he added. In others, the 2 
bodies were so decomposed that > 
medical examiners couldn’t deter- H 
mine an exact cause of death. O 

McCarthy said his office is waiting Z 
for a written report from the FBI’s 
Behavioral Profile Bureau in Quanti- 
co, Va., which will take weeks to 
complete. 

After a preliminary analysis, the 
bureau told local investigators that 
the 18 deaths, excluding Turner's, 
appear to be similar and committed 
by one person. 
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TOXICOLOGY REPORT 


TAYLOR, MELANIE 

M.E. 

CASE NO. 87-2017 

SUBSTANCE 

SPECIMEN 

RESULT. 

ETHANOL 

BRAIN 

0.15% 

ETHANOL 

HEART BLOOD 

0.22% 

ETHANOL 

OCULAR FLUID 

0.25% 

COCAINE 

BRAIN 

0.1Omg/Kg 

COCAINE 

NASAL SWABS 

DETECTED 

COCAINE 

VAGINAL SWABS 

UNDETECTED 

COCAINE 

HEART BLOOD 

DETECTED 
<0.05mg/L 

COCAINE 

FOIL 

DETECTED 

COCAINE 

ZIPLOC BAG 

DETECTED 

NORCOCAINE 

ZIPLOC BAG 

DETECTED 

MORPHINE 

HEART BLOOD 

UNDETECTED 

MORPHINE 

OCULAR FLUID 

UNDETECTED 

CYANIDE 

HEART BLOOD 

UNDETECTED 

DRUGS 

POWDER 

UNDETECTED 
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Associate Medical Examiner 
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THE DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT, Miami, Florida 
Name....TAYLOR,.Melanie....July. 29,1987...9:15. AM..Case No. 87-2017 


IDENTIFICATION: 

The body is identified by Alphonzo Merritt, 1251 NW 61st 
St.#1, Miami 33147, 696-8887, stepfather, who has known the 
deceased since childhood. 

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: 

The body is that of a 4 foot 10 inch, 123 pound adult black 
female. The scalp is atraumatic. The black 8 centimeter scalp 
hair is pulled together at the top of the head. Over the forehead 
above the right eye is a horizontal 1.8 centimeter scar. The 
bulbar and palpebral conjunctivae are free of petechiae. Radiating 
from the left corner of the mouth is a 1.7 centimeter horizontal 
scar. Inside the left lower lip is a superficial 0.6 centimeter 
laceration. Near the tip of the tongue is a 0.8 centimeter 
superficial laceration. The mouth contains native dentition in 
fair repair. 

The external features of the neck are unremarkable except for 
post mortem insect activity. A 3 centimeter vertical scar is over 
the sternal notch. 

In the left upper chest is a diagonal 4 centimeter scar. The 
breasts are unremarkable except for post mortem insect activity. 

The abdomen is slightly distended and free of scars, 
lacerations or contusions. Multiple vertical stretch marks are 
over the right and left lower quadrants. 

Over both upper extremities are multiple, slightly raised, 
hyperpigmented punctate nodules with depressed pearly white 
centers. These range from 2 to 3 millimeters in greatest 
dimension. Over the dorsal surface of the right wrist are 
multiple pinpoint abrasions which are associated with blood in the 
soft tissue beneath them. Over the dorsal surface of each hand are 
multiple oblique scars which average 2 centimeters in greatest 
dimension. 

The back is unremarkable except for a 3 centimeter keloid near 
the waistline. The buttocks are unremarkable. The anus is free of 
contusions or lacerations. 

The external genitalia are free of lacerations and contusions. 
The vagina is free of lacerations and contains creamy yellow-white 
fluid. 
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Over the distal lower extremities are multiple,slightly 
raised, hyperpigmented, 0.2 centimeter nodules that have 
depressed pearly white centers. One of these lesions over the left 
ankle is centrally ulcerated. The lower extremities are otherwise 
free of edema, lacerations or contusions. 

INTERNAL EXAMINATION: 

The ribs and sternum are intact. The serosal cavities are 
unremarkable. 

The 380 gram heart has a normal amount of epicardial fat. The 
right dominant coronary circulation is free of atherosclerosis and 
is widely patent. The myocardium is soft, red-brown and 
homogeneous. The valve cusps and leaflets are thin and pliable and 
free of vegetations. The pulmonary artery is free of 
atherosclerosis. The thoracic and abdominal aorta is free of 
atherosclerosis. 

The right lung and left lung are 440 and 450 grams 
respectively. They both have smooth pleural surfaces. The bronchi 
contain bloody foamy fluid. The pulmonary parenchyma is edematous 
and congested. The pulmonary arteries are unremarkable. 

The 1460 gram liver has a smooth capsule and a sharp anterior 
margin. The hepatic parenchyma is red-brown and homogeneous. The 
gallbladder is not distended and contains green-yellow bile. The 
porta hepatis is free of adenopathy. 

The 90 gram spleen has a gray wrinkled capsule. The splenic 
pulp is dark red and semi-liquid. 

Each kidney is 150 grams. They have smooth cortical surfaces 
and deeply congested parenchyma. The pelvocalyceal systems are 
unremarkable. The ureters are normal in course and caliber. The 
urinary bladder is unremarkable. 

The uterus,tubes and ovaries are unremarkable. The cervical 
os is patulous and ulcerated. 

The esophagus has a smooth tan, non ulcerated mucosa. The 
stomach has a smooth serosal surface. Gastric contents consist of 
approximately 20 cubic centimeters of red-brown turbid fluid. The 
gastric mucosa is unremarkable. The small and large bowel have 
smooth serosal surfaces and normal mucosa throughout. The pancreas 
has soft, red-brown parenchyma and an obscured lobular archiecture. 
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The adrenal glands have thin yellow friable cortices. The 
adrenal medullae are autolyzed. 

The strap muscles of the neck are red-brown and homogeneous. 
The thyroid has a brown granular parenchyma and is free of nodules. 
The thyroid cartilage is intact. The larynx is free of petechiae. 
The hyoid bone is intact. The tongue is red-brown and homogeneous 
with a single superficial 0.8 centimeter laceration near the tip. 

The calvarium and dura are intact. The 1200 gram brain has 
symmetric cerebral hemispheres with mild leptomeningeal congestion. 
The cerebellum, pons,and medulla oblongata are unremarkable. The 
cerebral hemispheres have no internal or external abnormality. 

AUTOPSY FINDINGS; 

1. Hemorrhagic pulmonary edema 

2. Visceral congestion 

3. Early decomposition 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 


CLASSIFICATION OF PENDING CASE 


(THIS FORM IS TO BE USED BY A MEDICAL EXAMINER WHEN A PENDING CASE IS TO BE CLASSIFIED. MAKE CER¬ 
TAIN THAT THERE IS AN APPROVAL BY EITHER THE CHIEF OR DEPUTY CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER BEFORE 
COMPLETING THE NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES REQUIRED BY THE STATE.) 

M.E. Case # S'"?~ ^ Name (if known) l^yf***-, /Lie^-A c _ 

Cause of Death: Asfhyp >«- 

(Item 24) 

Due to: 

Due to: 

Contributory Cause: 

Manner of Death: a-s^ 

(Item 27a) ' ' 

How Incident Occurred: r-«*~ c£ *** ,«>_-« 5 = 

(Item 27d) ® 
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i Aerwemauw.^ « -. .'^..V;'i' 1 .C.W..GRIFFIN / Miami Herald Staff’ 

iS?5U5S!T2 IE, 5. 0 ! ,e VCt L m was Barbara Lattim0r ?- wfio ,eft daughters Shantavia, 3, left, 

and Shadedra, 6. Now their grandmother is trying to raise them on a meager income. 

18 killings leave families 
struggling with uncertainty 


SSmvS^ 1 !? ■ ■ / ‘ 3*5” da* the deaths appear to be similar and««K: 

An , t ” me j te Burns j?8ged, “No one wants to scardpeople, but weanildhave 

to J nov / es > 3 ® eria j ! dIer ” s* 6 Metro homicide Sgt:FrahkWfr’ 
in n,nTS U k 0ut j° T cheerleadmg solowskj, who heads the counts investigation. 

Since main suspect ChhrteHenry wS i. a 
Lattimore, 22, had two young daughters ' convicted rapist — was jailed in early April on two 
Ihi^i •'IpP^her crack habit ; unrelated rape charges, no woman has been found' 

thing the .threehad in common was fdead like the other victims. Investigators say they do 

m _ V . “not have enough:proof to charge him with even one 

. They are among the 18 young Dade women who 'homicide. 

the FBI believes were slain by a serial killer who hat- “We’re still investigating everything," said Miami 

' ■-^^eT M ,IU)j^wtobi n ctoH ie 

Profile Bui^u in Quantico, Vk., has told local investi- ' PLEASE SEE MURDERS, 5B 









MURDER8, FROM IB 

of the Miami operation. - ’ 
' Wiffiacw has denied any involve¬ 
ment in the deaths. His lawyer, as¬ 
sistant public defender Steven Po- 
tolsky. also said he couldn’t talk 
about the investigation. 

Late last month, Dade Medical 
Ernminer Joseph Davis re-exam¬ 
ined autopsy reports and photo¬ 
graphs of 19 women's bodies and 
concluded someone had applied 
pressure to the necks or mouths of 
many of the victims. He is reclassi¬ 
fying die deaths to homicide — if 
they hadn’t been already. 

Police do not beEeve one of those 
victims is finked with the 18 others. 
TTie September 1986death of Tam- 
mie Turner offers few dues since 
her body was found decomposed. 
But investigators said the death 
scene appears slightly different 
from the rest. Also, Williams was in 
jail at the time of her death. +• 

■ The 18 other victims, all Mack ex¬ 
cept for one Hispanic, have been 
found dead since July 1987 .with 
their skirts pulled up or their pants 
pulled down. Almost all had their 
legs spread apart All were found 
between downtown Miami and 
Northwest 102nd Street, except for 
one found in Hialeah. . , v 

Medical examiners still aren’t 
sure exactly how the women died. 

' The uncertainty has added more 
agony for many of the victims’ fami- 
lies. 

. The family of Sharmanita Grays 
hadto wait more than a year before 
Davis reversed an assistant’s deci¬ 
sion that the teen-ager died from a. 
dose of sex and cocaine. 

When Sharmanita was found dead 
in April 1988, her family told Miami 
police they s us p ecte d mu r der. A sia- 
ter, Harrietts Grays, said they even 
had a suspect—Charles Henry W3- 



C.W. QNRW / MM Hmld SMI 

WAITING FOR ANSWERS: Learlean Rahming, mother of victim 
Antoinette Bums, can’t file an Insurance claim without a completed 
death certificate. 


Sharmanita had been with Wil¬ 
liams, a neighbor, the night she died 
at a Biscayne Boulevard motel. Two 
witnesses, a motel clerk and the 
16-year-old’s best friend, backed up 
the family’s story. - 

“The police never did anything.. 
They never came back," Harriette 
Grays said. “They act like they 
don't care. They don’t tell my mama 


Detective Rodriguez said he could 
not discuss individual cases, but he 
defended the city investigations as 
thorough and aggressive. 

Harriette said her family saw Wil¬ 
liams roam freely throughout the 


neighborhood after Shaxmanita’s 
death. 

“He used to walk around here. I 
.couldn’t take it I just left,” she said.. 

Sharmanita was her favorite sis-' 
■ter: 

' She had been a junior high cheer¬ 
leader who dropped out of school 
when she joined m with the wrong 
bunch of girls, Harriette Grays said. 

“She was shaped nice, she jumped 
the best of the cheerleaders, she 
was a great dancer. She was a pretty 
Mack girt A lot of people fikerf her, 
her sister remembered. 

The family of victim Barbara 
“Rabbit’’ Lattimore also have suf¬ 
fered from waiting. , 


YOUNGEST VICTIM: Antoinette 
Bums’ death was different. 

They still have not received a 
completed death certificate, eight 
months after the 22-year-old worn- 
.. an was found dead at a closed drive- 
in movie theater at 2700 NW 87th 
St . 

Missing from the form is a cause 
ofdeath. 

• An insurance company is refusing 
to pay a claim until the cause is 
fisted. That may be weeks more, 
said the victim's mother, Annie. - 
“The hardest part is trying to 
catch up on the funeral,” she added. 
“It cost about $3,000. Last month, 
we finished paying it off. But that 
threw us behind in our rent” 

She said she also is struggling to 


su pport Latthnore’s daughters, ag¬ 
es 3 and 6, on an 986-a-month wel¬ 
fare check thegOvernment provides 
for the two girts.. 

A social worker said the grand¬ 
mother cannot receive more since 
she is already receiving a check for 
another daughter’s six children. 

Annie Lattimore said she relied 
on her daughter to help cook meals, 
clean house and tend the children. 
Even though her daughter was ad¬ 
dicted to crack, she managed to be a 
great help, the mother added.. . 

Now, she said, "it's hard on me.” 

I^ke many other parents' she be¬ 
lieves her daughter was abducted. 
Sie was last seen getting into a car 
with a man. ■ 

W illiams pops up in Lattimore’s 
case as well 

He hung out at the same comer 
crack den where Lattimore went, 
said her sister Gail Griffin. 

The sister, who called herself a 
friend of- Williams, said he came 
over a couple of times to their home. 
She said she didn’t know if WOfiams 
knew her sister. 

Meanwhile, the family of the 
youngest victim. Antoinette Bums, 
is also waiting to receive a complet¬ 
ed death certificate to collect insur- 
ance money. 

She was last seen alive last Dec. 
11 after she hitched a ride with a 
neighbor to go to the movies. She 
was let out near the Scott Projects. 
The next day, her body was found 
under a tree 26 blocks north. .. ■ 

. “For a while, I was out there in¬ 
vestigating myself," said her moth¬ 
er, Learlean Rahming. "I used to go 
out every morning from my house to 
Northwest 62nd Street where she 
d is appe ar ed. 1 tried to find the giqr 
she knew. If anybody had seen her in 
the area. But nobody knows noth¬ 
ing.” 

Antoinette was a boy-craw teen¬ 
ager who was trying to decide what 
school she wanted to attend, her 
mother said. Before she returned to 
her grandmother’s Opa^ocka home, 
she had been staying with an aunt in 


a small town in Florida. Her family 
sent her there because she had been 
tunning with a bad pack of giria. 

• • From the start, her family sus¬ 
pected foul play. i ~ ' 

- For' weeks,' they siubtahily 
fought off police and medical exam¬ 
iner’s theories that Antoinette, 
along with many other victims, had 
died foam a dose of crack cocaine 
andsex. 

"I kept telling them that my <*iH 
didn’t do drugs,’’ said Rahming 
"But no one was fistenmg to me." 

. “Walking to the bushes to have 
sex?" added Antoinette's grand¬ 
mother, Thelma Rahming. “Not An¬ 
toinette. That sounds kind.of 
strange." 

At the funeral, they noticed foot 
her lips were swollen "like some¬ 
body had hit her or S omething ,** 
L ea rle a n said. 

They also protested that Anto¬ 
inette wasn’t a convicted p ros ti t u te 
like some of the other victims. 

Authorities started lintwimg to 
the family when no cocaine-was 
found in Antoinette. 

That was the break same defec¬ 
tives needed to present their own 
theories that a killer was at work. 

;“It just didn't feel right,” said We- 
salowski, a veteran homicide inves¬ 
tigator who leads a team of Metro 
detectives. 

All the women’s death scenes — 
many of them including torn cloth¬ 
ing and missing shoes—panted to 
hom icid e , he said. 

“You get certain vibes when you 
look at different scenes," he said. 
“It’s like when you're approaching a 
drug suspect who’s w. .ring design¬ 
er jeans, a beeper and gokljeweby. 
You just know. 

Last week, both the investigator 
and Antoinette’s mother were inter¬ 
viewed for the nationally syndicated 
program A Current Affair. 

Although they've never met, their 
hopes, to be spread throughout the 
nation in the episode, were the 
same. They want to end the mys¬ 
tery. z. 
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;„LJ.'l. -*i-‘- . iv X i.!. *' *■' crsck habit, said Vincent Lawrence, - McMahon shoted-her a Polaroid, vestigators aria now.conductmg ge-t 

distant relative who unsuccessful- of Williams. ■V ,- netic DNA tests to see ifthey ean' r 

_ _ ' ... ly tried to find a rehabilitation pro-. ..That’s him, she said. ■ 4 -4-trace back to Williams any bodyfb-v 

IrayRodrigim Miami jwm^iUj. gram for her. "I couldn’t find any-'' “ She said she hadn't gone to police ■ Ids found on the victims. The testa l 
.dettetive. ‘thing free for her," hesaid. sooner because she didn't think Offir, _are usually done to connect rapists.,. 

many. of th e. M other tee; .<• - On March 24; a man working inai cers^give ai dainn; ateut stree^to the^Victimi, usually through do- ,! 
fthM, Jackson wai_foundInude and: his yard found Jackson's strangled hookers or prostitutes," McMahon.-men,-' '• i-',■' ‘: 


Her shoes were found nearby.' - 
fn the next 11 days, four more 
bodies of women were found.' Two' 


hookers or prostitutes, McMahon.-menr - ■ ' '.v/ .v--. 

Said in a deposition; '" . ■ - ‘ Despite Landau’s objections. the 

• The second victim said sheftoatf - Dade State Attorney's office meant-F 
> raped by Williams krthe BrownSville* 1 ' 1/ Obtained a court ’ order to take ^ 


aspnymaieo in nonnwesr uaae, re* body next door in an overgrown lot. Said in a deposition; ".. ■■ * Despite' Landau's objectiossa, the 

.(ngon ter bedt with her legs spread. the Brownsville neighborhood; A ■' The second victim said she^wasi • DSde state attorney's office recent- ^ 

i- Homicide detecti ves be lieve ,Wil- -brown coat covered ter nude body.^ raped by Williams tetheBrownSviUet 1 ' Ijrobtained a court'order to take 1 
( llama, a babydacqd former msinty- Her shoes were found nearby .' ' neighborhood on Marchl8, Six daykr- blood and saliva'samples from Wfl- 

•nance worker, mSy be respomble fn the next 11 days, four more " heforeJackson'stMdywasfound.'^'.liamsi'^"'^' '• 

for the 19 slayings — and perhaps bodies of women were found.'Two 1 "She said at first he had grabbed, - : Miami,homicide detective Rodri-1 
more — because the methods of • • — —* ■ ■—-j •— •—-•—u —...—"l. -- ,-. .. —..-v 


: Miami .homicide detective Rodri-3 


■ e *5”“ ler - __ . ,_. : J :'.. 68th Street The killer had beaten ., away from Mm.’ The harder ahel 1 ; 'Rodriguez and John Farrell, Met-4 1 

_ Williams, 33, has been in t he Dade her foce. breaking ter jaw and teethJ would try to puA away, the tighter. Lro chief of detectives/said officers J 

l County. Jau for the past six months. '/..-a week later, in another vacant 1 the choke would.'get around Mr /have pursued dozens of leads«dth-T 
1 !?* t hM M? ■ Vlot at Northwest 23rd Avenue and neck." ' •''<■■■ - "jf ‘ » w*'» out the breakthrough they were 1 

’ the murd ? *-, ti<i _* a8 46th Street, children found the body-. 'The two women j pressed' rfpd|, glinting on,; ft T r 4- 

- — of Brenda Hentondez, 24. whose, charges against" Wiliiams.'-Hjf to "Unfortunatelvllfce haven't been. 

1 rt.mTrf7.nywf chest and nedc were battered like scheduled to go to trial Nov. 13.‘BdH able fo put together anything of sig- 

■ detectives say. they, dont have <n. ■ : the trial la likely to be postponed ^nificancg.f RodrigttezsaiiLrit'stoStli- 

enough proof — even though be - * vyitllarns was picked up near thefo? s third time' Prdiecutcr Denhis f >' a shame, It’lY tragedy. I really fed* 
first murder came under investiga- v Henundez mentor site by homicide , Siegel is planning to be out of the that somebody lout' there saw or. 
tl °iTrr?n l in Tf"- m ?} ' V detectives a day after the bodywaa atate that week to attend a seminaf-.'vheard something that, could help ns 1> 

^WiHiams has admitted to police.., Meanwhile, police remain doseii solve at least one of these cases." 

that he knew some of tte Victims,-; ^ h j acluon > 8 QK< witnesses 1 mouthed about the temidde investh.‘-- |, Serial idOerp don't atop kilhiig."- 
but he has steadfastly denied lulling Williams with Hernandez on tte ' gation. '' ' «;u.ju be sakL^Ttey eitter get arrested, 

_ wa last day of ter life. - Williams’ defense attorney, How-. they die or theymoye somewhere.. 

The slayings stopped once WB--- t,;i Dnl i.,„ r nMm i «, ml Landau, believes homicide ln-^| andopntinue," --il-.■,».»!: 


The slayings stopped once W3- - 
liams was jailed in early April on the 
rape charges.- 

The first of tte 19 victims — 18 
of them blade and one Hispanic — 
was found dead in July 1987. 

Jackson was victim No. IS. Tte' 
bodies of (our other women were 
found before Williams was arrested 
in early April. Miami police did not 
disclose Jackson's connection to 
Williams and die otter homidde vie-, 
tims until detectives recently gave 
depositions in court. 

Jackson, a former cook in a sand¬ 
wich shop, went by tte name Sonia -,i. 
because ahe hated her given name. 
"She was my sweet baby,” said her 


last day of her life. 

Jailers later found scratches on 
Williams' back and fresh bite marks 
on his penis. 

Metro homidde detective Joseph 
McMahon said Williams readily 
talked to homidde detectives. 

Investigators Said Williams told 
them' te nad been with some of the 
victims — but,they were alive when 
te left them. '- 

He said people in the neighbor¬ 
hood who say he is tte murderer are 
picking on him. They didn't like him, 
Williams complained. 

From canvassing Brownsville af-: 
ter the murders, police found at^ 
least two women who said they had >, 


ard Landau, believes 


. ■' •'i 

S'-■ 




. boyfriend Kirk Stevens, the fatter survived attacks by Williams. The"; 

of ter 2-year-tdd,sop, also named-'. Investigators ami the alleged vie--': 

Kirk, - ,-, ' H . tims described the attacks in recent 

, Lite many of the other 18 vie- depositions. 

'- tims, Jackson was a drug addict "do- One, an admitted prostitute, told 

' big tricka for crack,’’hm family told McMahon that she had been raped 
> investigators/':-.,^ ' - -■ and choked to unconsciousness i. 

’ Just before heir'murder, she was March by a man known on th> 
l desperately,' trying to break her streets as "Bumper" or "Bump." 
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